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Council. His next was to establish the supremacy of
the Select Committee, whose powers were so loosely and
jesuitically worded that they were immediately contested.
The scene in the Council Chamber when the commission
appointing the Committee was produced must be de-
scribed in dive's own words :
Mr. Leicester then seemed inclined to enter into a debate
about the meaning and extent of those powers, but I cut him
short by informing the Board that I would not suffer any one
to enter into the least discussion about the meaning of those
powers, but that the Committee alone were absolutely deter-
mined to be the sole and only judges ; but that they were
at liberty to enter upon the face of the consultations any
minutes they thought proper, but nothing more. Mr. John-
ston desired that some other paragraphs of the letter might
be sent to the different subordinates, etc., as tending, I
believe, in his opinion, to invalidate those orders. Upon
which I asked him whether he would dare to dispute our
authority. Mr. Johnston replied that he never had the least
intention of doing such a thing ; upon which there was an
appearance of very long and pale countenances, and not one
of the Council uttered another syllable.
The first act of the Committee was to enforce the
execution of the covenants relating to the reception of
presents, Clive was indignant at the abuses which
had accompanied the elevation of the young Nawab,
and did not hesitate to express his opinion of the
Council. They were "children and fools as well as
knaves," and their behaviour had been "shameless, aban-
doned, and ungrateful." He was determined to show
them no mercy, and declared that there were " not five
men of principle in the whole settlement," and that
there had been " a combination between the blacks and
the whites to divide all the revenues of the Company